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On the Heels of Freedom: Celebrating our Roots in 


the American Missionary Association 


|, aS many others, get weary and discouraged 
sometimes when | consider the “state” of our society. 
News reports seem to highlight story after story of 
racism and inequality. Are we improving? Through all 
the years of seeking justice and civil rights, are we 
moving forward? One of the reasons | value Black 
History month is because of the stories that are 
related about African-American individuals who have 
made a difference - those who did not give up, but 
had the courage to resist the powers of evil. The 
Stories give me hope and courage, as well as 
reinforce a grounding in and affirmation of my faith in God. 


In the introduction to the book, On the Heels of Freedom, author Joyce 
Hollyday, quotes Rev. Milton Hurst who was the pastor of First 
Congregational UCC, in Talladega, AL and believes that telling stories make 
a difference. “To relive history, and to realize that your people have been 
through adversity, means that you're informed about survival - about 
coming through, getting over, getting by. It also gives more than a hint of 
those specific places where God has deliberately touched down and moved 
a church or people. You can see it in the retelling of the story. You can feel 
in your bones the fact that this was an act of God, because there is no other 
explanation for it. The stories inform us, give us direction about what we 
ought to be doing, and give us the opportunity to rededicate ourselves to a 
mission. They remind us that we're all part of the same fabric.” 


Several of our churches in the Southeast Conference trace their history to 
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the American Missionary Association (AMA). Growing out of the abolitionist 
movement, the AMA after the civil war partnered with emancipated 
individuals to establish over 500 schools and aided in the planting of two 
hundred Congregational churches. Although | am sure not always perfect, 
the AMA was committed to encouraging the education and creation of a 
society focused on equality. The effort resulted in having an impact on the 


development of well-known African American leaders and changing society. 


These are stories that need to be re-told. But each of us has stories that 
need to be re-told to each other and new generations. Stories that are not 
always pleasant: stories of actions or attitudes that we regret; but also 
stories that reflect the places when God seemed to intervene and move us 
to a new understanding and anew commitment. These are faith stories. 
Just like our Biblical stories, they are stories that encourage us and remind 
us of God's continued faithfulness. | hope you have taken the time to seek 
out some of those special stories during Black History month, stories that 
provide hope and courage in today's world. We can make a difference! 


Blessings, Char 


News from the Conference Office 


"Coffee with Char" (a cirtual conversation) 


All authorized ministers are invited to “have coffee” with Char through our 
virtual technology. We will use our Zoom meeting platform, which provides 
room for 50 people to gather, either through the computer or on the 
phone. There are two coffee hours set up: 


e Tuesday, February 26 at 10:00 a.m. Eastern time (Reserve a spot) 
e Thursday, February 28 at 7:00 p.m. Eastern time (Reserve a spot) 
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After you have made a reservation, you will receive an email a few days 
prior to the reserved date providing you with the link for the connection. 


Remember that this can be done via phone, without the need to use a 
computer. If you need assistance making a “reservation” please contact 
Heather at hfosburgh@secucc.org or 404-719-6572. Come and join with 
your colleagues in conversation! 


Community 


Prayer List 

We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2019. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. 


Week of February 19 


Central Congregational UCC; Atlanta, Georgia 
Southeast Conference Board of Directors 
Henrietta Andrews 

Betsy Taylor Flory 

Truman Moore 

Char Burch 


Week of February 26 


e Trinity Congregational UCC; Athens, Alabama 

e SEC Standing Committees, Advisory Committees, Task Forces 
e Tim Downs 

e Albert Ghergich 
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e Darryl Trimiew 
e Marvin Morgan 


Churches in Transition: Central Congregational, Atlanta, GA; United Church 
of Huntsville, Huntsville AL; First Congregational, Birmingham AL; 
Pilgrimage, Marietta GA; First Congregational Christian, Montgomery AL; 
First Congregational, Savannah GA; Peace Church, Clemson SC 


From the Generosity Coordinator 


| have always been told: "It is more blessed to give 
than to receive....and "You can't beat God giving, no 
matter how you try." The more you give, the more 
God gives to you, So keep on giving, it's really true. 


By now, you should have received your year end 
giving statements. We are So grateful for all that you 
have contributed in 2018. | pause to say THANK 
YOU, ALL for all the ways you continue to support 
Our Churches Wider Missions (OCWM) and the 
Southeast Conference United Church of Christ. 


| am looking forward to visiting your churches in this new year. Please feel 
free invite me to come and share with you. Should you ever have questions 
or concerns, please feel free to reach out to me. 


Blessings as we journey...together, 
Min. Carrole Moss 


Winter 2019 Grant Applications 


In July 2009, we launched 

the Transforming Churches - 

Transforming Lives campaign with the 

goal of raising money that would help 

carry the Southeast Conference into a g 

new phase of growth and renewal, 

rea Pere penne tee ae tae Transforming Churches + Transforming Lives 
i SOUTHEAST CONFERENCE 

last number of years we have beeninthe yniTED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

distribution of funds phase of the 

campaign. 
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For the Winter 2019 grant cycle we began accepting applications on January 
17, 2019 for grants. This cycle will end March 7, 2019. There are a few 
steps to keep in mind before applying: 


e If you have been awarded a grant in the past, please make sure 
your "Project Evaluation Form" has been completed and 
submitted. This form can be found on our website. This is necessary 
and needed before your application can be considered. 

e Please read and follow the guidelines (these can be found on the 
application form). 

e A detailed budget should be submitted with the application. This is 
most important. 

e If at all possible, please submit your application before the deadline 
date. That allows for any questions or concerns to be addressed 
prior to the deadline. 


If at any time you have questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out 
to Generosity Coordinator Carrole Moss at cmoss@secucc.org. 


Send in Your Stats! 


Don't forget to report your church data for the 2019 Yearbook & Directory 
by the February 28 deadline! Visit our website for instructions about how 
submit your information. 


Mandatory Annual Authorized Minister Review 


As areminder, it's time once again for the Yearly Information Review for 
All Authorized Ministers in the Southeast Conference. You can either fill 
out the form online here or you can download and print the form here and 
mail it to the Southeast Conference, PO Box 1950, Decatur GA 30031. 


News from the Wider Church 


UCC Racial Justice Ministry Book Discussion 


The United Church of Christ (UCC) Racial Justice Ministry will host its first 
Book Discussion featuring, “Preaching as Resistance: Voices of Hope, Justice & 
Solidarity” edited by Phil Snider Thursday, March 7, 2019, 12 noon - 1 pm 
EST via live webinar discussion. You must registration at www.ucc.org and 
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proceed to the Racial Justice webpage to join the discussion. Registration 
includes a free book for the first 10 registrants. Learn more on our website. 


Back Bay Mission is Hiring a Construction Supervisor! 


Back Bay Mission has seen a steady increase in demand for our housing 
rehabilitation services and this has led to a need for an additional team 
member. Being we are the only organization in our community doing this 
much-needed work Back Bay Mission will be expanding this program so we 
can serve more clients. To see the job description and needed skills 

click HERE. If you are interested in applying for the Construction Supervisor 
position please email your resume or send any questions to Rev. Alice 
Graham, Ph.D., agraham@thebackbaymission.org. Applications will be 


accepted until April 30, 2019. 


News from Our Local Congregations 


Welcome Spirit of the Cross in Huntsville, AL 


On February 3, 2019, Spirit of the Cross in Huntsville, AL was officially 
welcomed as part of the Southeast Conference and the United Church of 
Christ. We are blessed by their covenant with us! 
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Rev. Sam Greening (Interim Pastor of the United Church of Huntsville), Mike 
Stroud (Delegate from the United Church of Huntsville), Rev. J.R. Finney II 
(Southeast Conference Moderator and Covenant Community Church in 
Birmingham), Rev. Char Burch (Transitional Conference Minister, Southeast 
Conference), Rev. Richard Barham (Senior Pastor of Spirit of the Cross - 
Huntsville), Rev. Cathy George (Associate Pastor of Spirit of the Cross - 
Huntsville), John Hightower (Board Member at Spirit of the Cross - Huntsville), 
Nancy Rader (Deacon at Spirit of the Cross - Huntsville) 


IN JAIL 


Rev. Matt Laney: "What I Learned In Jail" 


On Tuesday morning, nine clergy and community leaders were arrested 
after praying for undocumented students banned from attending public 
universities in Georgia. Here’s what Rev. Matt Lancy of Virginia Highland 
Church in Atlanta learned from this experience: click here to watch and 
learn more. 
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Vandy Students and UCC Clergy Gather in Nashville 


Rev. Dr. Lillian Lammers, Vanderbilt Divinity School, invited UCC students 
and area UCC clergy to gather at Holy Trinity UCC, Nashville. Good food, 
conversation and fellowship! 


[Heiery => Hell 


anch 


Spots Available for PHCC Heifer Ranch Field Trip 
Pleasant Hill Community Church UCC members Bill and Mary Ruth are full 
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time residential Volunteers this spring at Heifer Ranch (Perryville, AR), a 
major educational center of Heifer International. The Heifer Project began 
in 1944 and is headquartered in Little Rock, AR with a Welcome Center 
(exhibits, global village, café, gift shop) and a LEED Certified “green” office 
facility adjacent to the Clinton Library Center and Park. The Ruths have 
designed and will guide a March 11-14 field trip for Pleasant Hill 
Congregational Church and other UCCers. The cost for three nights lodging 
in a Heifer Ranch two-person shared room (twin beds motel type, private 
bath, all linens provided) and 7 ranch cafeteria meals will be $150 per 
person. Please contact Lyle Weible if interested: weible@frontiernet.net or 
(931) 277-5226. 


Pilgrim Chattanooga Welcomes New Ministry Partner 


Beginning February 1, 2019, Mercy Junction is now located in the fellowship 
hall of Pilgrim Congregational Church in Chattanooga. Mercy Junction is an 
interfaith community of artists, activists and people of faith, rooted in 
justice, hospitality and peacemaking, founded to express love for all 
creation by providing a sacred framework for social justice in the Southeast. 
Through meals and a free store, the ministry provides a simple safety net 
for those who are most vulnerable in the local area. The small luxury of a 
warm meal and a comfy couch gives people the chance to rest in a world 
that is often hostile. They believe, as people of faith and of moral 
conviction, that a cold cup of water or a pair of gloves given, with nothing 
asked in return, can change the world. 


We love sharing news from our local congregations! Please send us pictures and 
explanations of special events at your church that we can share on our website, 
social media, and in this email newsletter. We think it's a great way to share ideas for 
events, as well as celebrating what other UCC churches are doing! 

Email us at communications @secucc.org. 


Training and Learning Opportunities 


#MeToo: Does your church have a policy addressing 
sexual harassment, bullying and abuse? 


The #MeToo and #Timesup movements along with the allegations of 
misconduct in the six Pennsylvania Roman Catholic dioceses have led to the 
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public’s heightened awareness of and sensitivity to sexual harassment, 
bullying and abuse. Churches and their boards, employees and volunteers 
need to be prepared to operate in this new environment and ensure they 
are protecting those at risk for abuse, the interests of the church and 
themselves. The best place to start is to update or create an abuse 
prevention policy. This is not an easy task, but it need not be overwhelming. 
Read more in the Winter edition of The Steward from the Insurance Board. 


UCC Southern Region Women's Retreat 


Save the Date: October 18-20, 2019 - The 2019 biennial UCC Southern 
Region Women's Retreat (SRWR) will be hosted by the Church Women of 
the Southern Conference (CWSC) at Blowing Rock Conference Center 
(BRCC) in Blowing Rock, NC. This retreat is open to lay and clergy women 
from the following UCC Conferences: Southern, Florida, South Central and 
Southeast. Please mark your calendars now...more information to come 
later this year! (Clarice Mitchell of Pleasant Hill Community Church now 
serves as Southeast Conference representative on this planning team. 
Clarice replaces Mary Ruth who served 2012-2017). 


Leap Into 2019 With PATHWAYS 
By Rochelle Lofstrand, Acting Executive Director 


PATHWAYS Theological Education, Inc. welcomed in the new year with three 
fantastic courses - Practicing Our Faith in the Public Square, A Variety of 
Beliefs Within Christianity Today, and UCC History and Polity! As the term 
progresses, we have two more courses starting up soon - Professional 
Boundaries and Ministerial Self Care (February 27th) facilitated by Rev. 
Julius Jessup Peterson and The Stories of Christian Saints and Sinners 
(March 6th) facilitated by Rev. Valerie Coe Lowder. All of these courses are 
part of our broader curriculum and coursework. 


We are excited to start a new chapter in our work as our two staff members 
and the Board of Directors focus on developing a new marketing plan that 
we hope will continue to take progressive theology to a deeper and wider 
audience. PATHWAYS will have a presence at the New Story Festival in 
Austin, Texas, Wild Goose Festival in Hot Springs, NC and at General Synod 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Our Board has also begun the 2019 Annual Fund 
Drive. You can contribute to our work through donations by visiting our 
website. 


PATHWAYS offers cost-effective courses for CEU credit, for Authorized 
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Ministers, and for general enrichment. Consider checking us out 

at www.pathwaystheological.org. Interested in being a part of the 
PATHWAYS family through facilitator of courses or to volunteer for our 
Board? Contact me at director@pathwaystheological.org. 


Emergency Preparedness for Caregivers 


Are you a caregiver? Do you know a caregiver? The Rosalynn Carter 
Institute for Caregiving is looking for participants in focus groups and 
phone surveys to express their concerns about gaps and needs in 
emergency preparedness services for caregivers. For more information 
contact Lezlie Poole at lezlie.p0ole@gsw.edu or (229) 931-4545. 


CREAT Nig eeba kt Y 


Healthy Boundaries Training for 2019 


As most are aware, Healthy Boundary training is now mandatory in the 
United Church of Christ. These workshops are intended to equip ordained, 
commissioned, and licensed clergy, as well as other church leaders and 
Staff, to understand healthy boundaries in ministry relationships. There will 
be two workshop options at five different times and locations during 2019. 
The two workshops are: 


e Healthy Boundaries 101: Fundamentals is a foundational workshop 
in healthy boundaries with an emphasis on power and vulnerability 
and discussions on transference, friendships, dating, and self-care. 

e Healthy Boundaries 201: Beyond Basics and Into the Internet is an 
advanced discussion of healthy boundaries for clergy and church 
leaders, designed for those who have completed Healthy Boundaries 
101, and emphasizing internet and social media boundaries. 
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Full details and the calendar of trainings is on our 
website: secucc.org/news-and-events/healthy-boundaries-workshops/. 


Conference Calendar 


Staff Meeting 
February 25 @ 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm EDT 
Online Virtual Meeting 


Coffee with Char (Virtual Event) 
February 26 @ 10:00 am - 11:00 am EST 
Online Virtual Meeting 


Coffee with Char (Virtual Event) 
February 28 @ 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm EST 
Online Virtual Meeting 


Annual Meeting Planning Session 
March 12 @ 7:00 pm - 9:30 pm EDT 
Online Virtual Meeting 


Boundary Training 
May 29 @ 1:00 pm - 8:00 pm CDT 
Pleasant Hill Community Church 


MID Retreat 
May 30 @ 10:00 am - May 31 @ 12:00 pm CDT 
Pleasant Hill Community Church 


SEC UCC Annual Meeting 
May 31 @ 12:00 pm - June 1 @ 4:00 pm EDT 
Pleasant Hill Community Church 


UCC General Synod 


June 21 - June 25 
Milwaukee, WI 
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